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Mr. Kofi Annan, help save the Life of a journalist
Dying for Freedom of Expression
To: Mr. Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the UN

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

27 July 2005

Mr. Akbar Ganiji, a prisoner of conscience in Iran since 2000, began a second hunger strike on June 11, 2005, protesting his continued detention for peaceful investigative journalism and
public expression of views. In addition to Mr. Ganji's unwarranted imprisonment and his periodic mistreatment in prison, he suffers severe respiratory problems. On July 17, Mr. Ganji was
transferred to a hospital, where he has been placed under quarantine and prevented from regular access to his family and legal representatives, the latter restriction in violation of Iranian law.
In protest, Mr. Ganiji has continued his hunger strike, notwithstanding public statements from Iranian authorities to the contrary. To deflect responsibility for his potential imminent death under
arrest, and also to intimidate his lawyers, Iranian authorities have even launched a disinformation campaign, accusing one of Mr. Ganji’s lawyers, the 2003 Nobel Laureate for Peace Ms.
Shirin Ebadi, of orchestrating his hunger strike and disseminating false information about the state of his health.

Mr. Secretary-General, as we write these words, M. Ganji is fast nearing death. Ganji's plight has attracted widespread sympathy from diverse quarters and across a broad
spectrum of public opinion around the world. Yet, various international appeals on his behalf, such as the one appearing below, as well as by international human rights organizations, the
European Union, Reporters Without Borders, International PEN, the likes of Vaclav Havel, and several Nobel Peace Laureates, have so far failed to sway Iranian authorities. Ganji’s slim
chance of survival now depends on the initiative of other internationally respected personalities, such as you.

Mr. Secretary-General, we urge you to do everything in your ability to secure
Mr. Ganji’s immediate and unconditional release.

With due regards,

International Committee in Support of Akbar Ganiji

Fokdokkokkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Free Akbar Ganiji

TO: Ayatollah Sayyid ’Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran; Hojjatoleslam Sayyid Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran; Ayatollah
Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi, Head of the Iranian Judiciary; Mr. Mohammad Hassan Zia’i-Far, Secretary of Islamic Human Rights Commission.

We, the undersigned independent, non-partisan, international organizations and community of concerned journalists, academics, artists, writers, intellectuals, and defenders of
human rights, express our grave anguish over the critically deteriorating health of the jailed Iranian journalist Mr. Akbar Ganji and call on Iranian authorities for his immediate release.

Ganiji, a renowned Iranian investigative journalist, has been under arrest since April 2000, following his return from a conference at the Heinrich Bdll Institute in Berlin. He was sentenced in
January 2001 and, after an appeal court overturned his initial sentence, he was once again tried and condemned in July 2001. He was ultimately sentenced to six years imprisonment on
grounds of his journalistic exposé (in 2000) of the serial murders of 5 opposition intellectuals by members of the Iranian security forces in 1998 as well as for the views he had expressed at
the Berlin conference. Ganji remains a prisoner of conscience, serving a sentence for no more than his peaceful expression of views and journalistic activities. His case has been documented
extensively by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Reporters Without Borders, International PEN, and International Freedom of Expression Exchange, among numerous other

independent international organizations.

Ganji suffers serious medical conditions (acute asthma and other respiratory ailments) and his health has fast deteriorated in recent weeks due to his treatment in prison, lack of adequate
access to medical care, and his hunger strike in protest of his continued confinement and mistreatment. He is now into his second month on hunger strike. According to one of his lawyers,
Shirin Ebadi (the 2003 Nobel Laureate for Peace), Ganji's condition is extremely dire.

“Akbar Ganji is an Honorary Member of the Canadian, English, and Lichtenstein PEN Centers. He is a recipient of the Canadian Journalists for Free Expression 2000 International Press

Freedom Award.”

PEN Canada

English PEN

Sydney PEN, Australia

Shirin Ebadi (2003 Nobel Peace Laureate, Iran)

Jody Williams (1997 Nobel Peace Laureate, US)

Archbishop Desmond Tutu (1984 Nobel Peace Laureate, South Africa)
Mairead Corrigan Maguire (1976 Nobel Peace Laureate, Ireland)
Betty Williams (1976 Nobel Peace Laureate, Ireland)

Mehrangiz Kar (Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, US)
Maria Elena Ruiz Cruz (publisher, President of PEN México)
Mohamed Magani (writer, President of PEN Algeria)

Nikki Keddie (University of California, Los Angeles, US)

Noam Chomsky (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, US)

Leszek Kolakowski (All Souls College, University of Oxford, UK)
Hossein Mokhtari (CEO, Nickie Investment, US)

Ghafour Mirzai (writer and independent scholar, California, US)

Sabba Ebtekar (freelance journalist, Canada)

Jalil Roshandel (Duke University, US)

Slavoj Zizek (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia)

Ariel Dorfman (Duke University, US)

Asef Bayat (Leiden University, Netherlands)

Shahrnoush Parsipour (author, US)

Behrooz Ghamari (Georgia State University, US)

Ellen Carol DuBois (University of California, Los Angeles, US)
Bahriddin Aliev (Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan)

Judith Caesar (The American University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates)
Haleh Afshar (York University, UK)

Valentine M. Moghadam (UNESCO, Paris, France)

Nancy Fraser (Henry A. & Louise Loeb Professor of Philosophy and Politics, New
School for Social Research, US)

Farideh Farhi (University of Hawai'i at Manoa, US)

Misagh Parsa (Dartmouth College, US)

Ziba Mir-Hosseini (Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Germany)

Richard Tapper (Emeritus Professor, University of London, UK)

Babak Tavoosi (University of Toronto, Canada)

Kazem Alamdari (California State University, Los Angeles, US)

Nader Hashemi (University of Toronto, Canada)

Matt Rothschild (editor, The Progressive magazine, US)

Goudarz Eghtedari (Portland State University, US)

Martha Nussbaum (University of Chicago, US)

Adina Back (New York University Institute for Education and Social Policy, US)
Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im (Emory University School of Law, Sudan/US)
Charles Taylor (McGill University, Canada)

Poopak Taati (Media for Thought, US)

Chris Toensing (editor, Middle East Research and Information Project, US)
Jonathan Rosenbaum (author & film critic for Chicago Reader, US)

Fred Dallmayr (University of Notre Dame, US)

Hussein Ibish (vice-chair, Progressive Muslim Union of North America, US)
Nariman Gasimoglu (Islamic scholar, Khazar University, Republic of Azerbaijan)
Joanne Landy (co-director, Campaign for Peace and Democracy, US)

Dusan Velickovic (editor and publisher, Biblioteka Alexandria,
Serbia & Montenegro)

Doug Ireland (L.A. Weekly, US)

Seyla Benhabib (Yale University, US)

Michael Kazin (Georgetown University, US)

Scott McLemee (Intellectual Affairs columnist, InsideHigherEd.com, US)
Partow Nooriala (poet and author, US)

Azadeh Kian-Thiébaut (University of Paris, France)

Ezzat Goushegir (DePaul University & playwright and author, US)
Mansoor Farhang (Bennington College, US)

Fatemeh Moghadam (Hofstra University, US)

Hamid Dabashi (Columbia University, US)

Mahasti Afshar (California, US)

Houchang E. Chehabi (Boston University, US)

Mahin Khatami (molecular/cellular biologist, Georgetown University, US)
Abdolreza Eshghi (Bentley College, Boston, US)

Ann Elizabeth Mayer (University of Pennsylvania, US)

Danny Postel (openDemocracy.net, UK)

Nayereh Tohidi (California State University, Northridge, US)

Nancy Gallagher (University of California, Santa Barbara, US)

Golpira Eshghi (Bentley College, Boston, US)

Elizabeth Say (Dean of the College of Humanities, California State University,
Northridge, US)

Linda A. Moody (Dean of Academic Affairs, Antioch University,
Los Angeles, US)

S. A. Samadani (president, American Global University, US)

Majid Tehranian (director, Toda Institute for Global Peace
and Policy Research, US)

Signed:
The International Society for Iranian Studies-Committee for Academic & Intellectual Freedom
(ISIS-CAIF)

Niloofar Farnoodi-Zahiri (Stanford University & Santa Monica College, US)
Ali Akbar Mahdi (Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, US)

Nehzat Farnoodi (clinical psychologist, California, US)

Mehrdad Mashayekhi (Georgetown University, US)

Mohamad Tavakoli (University of Toronto, Canada)

Mehrdad Darvishpour (Stockholm University, Sweden)

Jane Bayes (Director, Institute of Gender, Globalization and Democracy,
California State University, Northridge, US)

Howard Zinn (historian and social activist, US)

Scott Sherman (contributing writer, The Nation magazine, US)
Jillian T. Henderson (University of California, San Francisco, US)
Taghi Mokhtar (editor, The Iranian, Washington, D.C., US)
Mohamad Navab (University of California, Los Angeles, US)
Arash Naraghi (University of California, Santa Barbara, US)
Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak (University of Maryland, US)

Babak Bazargan (senior engineer, Caltrans, US)

Sherna Gluck (California State University, Long Beach, US)
Sohrab Akhavan (freelance journalist, US)

Roya Hakakian (author, US)

Christina L. Lolachi (University of California, Irvine, US)

Haleh Moshiri (University of California, Irvine, US)

Mehdi Khanbaba-Tehrani (journalist, Germany)

Sholeh Shahbaz (RAHAVARD Publication, US)

Sally Charnow (Hofstra University, US)

John L. Esposito (Georgetown University, US)

Thomas Keenan (Human Rights Project, Bard College, US)
Kavita Philip (associate professor, California, US)

Nader Entesar (Spring Hill College, US)

Hooshang Amirahmadi (Rutgers University, US)

Mehdi Amineh (University of Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Ali Banuazizi (Boston College, US)

Ahmad Sadri (Lake Forest University, US)

Djamchid Assadi (American University of Paris, France)
Houshang Ardavan (University of Cambridge, UK)

Elham Gheytanchi (Santa Monica College, US)

Kamran Arjomand (University of Halle, Germany)

Hamid Zangeneh (Widener University, US)

John Lloyd (editor, Financial Times Magazine, UK)

Richard Davis (Ohio State University, US)

Juan R.1. Cole (University of Michigan, US)

Azam Niroomand-Rad (Georgetown University, US)

Richard T. Peterson (Michigan State University, US)

William 0. Beeman (Brown University, US)

Azar Nafisi (Johns Hopkins University, US)

Joshua Cohen (Massachusetts Institute of Technology & Boston Review, US)
Anthony Barnett (editor-in-chief, openDemocracy.net, UK)
Todd Gitlin (Columbia University, US)

Jonathan Rée (Royal College of Art & Roehampton University, UK)
Richard J. Bernstein (New School for Social Research, US)
Michael Bérubé (Pennsylvania State University, US)

Vinay Lal (University of California, Los Angeles, US)

Kaveh Ehsani (editorial board member, Middle East Report, US, & Goft-0-Gu, Iran)
Norma Claire Moruzzi (University of lllinois at Chicago, US)
Ahmed Nassef (editor-in-chief, muslimwakeup.com, US)
Mansour Bonakdarian (Hofstra University, US)

Jim Ledbetter (senior editor, TIME Europe, UK)

Thomas Cushman (editor, The Journal of Human Rights, US)

Lennard J. Davis (University of lllinois at Chicago & Director of
Project Biocultures www.biocultures.org, US)

Michael Walzer (Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton & editor,
Dissent magazine US)

Omid Payrow Shabani (University Of Guelph, Canada)
Kim Hewitt (Empire State College, US)

Maziar Behrooz (San Francisco State University, US)
Martin Shaw (University of Sussex, UK)

Mansoor Moaddel (Eastern Michigan University, US)

Abbas Milani (Director of Iranian Studies, Stanford University & Co-Director,
Iran Democracy Project, Hoover Institution, US)

Tzvetan Todorov (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris, France)
Suketu Mehta (author, Maximum City: Bombay Lost and Found, India)

Michael Ignatieff (Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Harvard
University US/Canada)

Charles W. Mills (University of lllinois at Chicago, US/Jamaica)

Gita Hashemi (York University, Toronto, Canada)

Niloofar Farnoody-Zahiri (Santa Monica College & Stanford University, US)
Nehzat Farnoody (clinical psychologist, Los Angeles, US)

Golbarg Rekabtalaei (University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada)

Katha Pollitt (writer, The Nation, US)

Soheila Vahdati (freelance journalist, California, US)

Reza Fani-Yazdi (California, US)

Jacob Safi (Hamilton, New York, US)

Amir Safi (Hamilton, New York, US)

Omid Safi (Colgate University, US)

Mary Bavafa (International Programs, Marymount College, US)
Matthew Gordon (Miami University, US)

Ali Mohammadi (Nottingham Trent University, UK)

Isabel Hilton (editor, openDemocracy.net, UK)

Dr. Karim Lahidji (president, de la Ligue de défense des droits de 'homme en
Iran, LDDHI, France)

Afshin Molavi (author & The New America Foundation, US)

Azza K. Humadi (Women’s Issues coordinator, Project Contracting Office,
Baghdad, Iraq)

Farhang Farrahi (journalist, California, US)

Peg Boyers (Salmagundi magazine, US)

Robert Boyers (Salmagundi magazine, US)

Farzaneh Milani (University of Virginia, US)

Aziz Karamlou (physician, California, US)

Wai Chee Dimock (Yale University, US)

Luisa Morgantini (Chair of Development Committee, European Parliament)
Richard Rorty (Stanford University, US)

Stephen Kinzer (author, All the Shah’s Men, US)

Marcus Raskin (co-founder and Distinguished Fellow, Institute for
Policy Studies, US)

Frank Smyth (Washington representative & Journalistic Security coordinator,
Committee to Protect Journalists, US)

Tamara Quinn (Director, School Partners Program Spirit of America, US)

Mandana Hendessi, OBE (social development consultant & Commissioner,
Women’s National Commission, UK)

Hamid R. Moghadam (CEO and chairman, AMB Property Corporation, CA, US).
Parvin Paidar (California State University, Northridge, US).

Jahanshah Javid (publisher, iranian.com, California, US)

James E. Jennings (President, Conscience International, US)

Layla Tadjpour (University of Southern California, US)

Maryam Molavi (architect/planner, California, US)

Shahram Tehrani (civil engineer, California, US)

Mohammad Arasi (writer/activist, Chicago, US)

Javad Amini (archaeologist, California, US)

Javad Mostafavi (editor, Payam Ashena, Persian Community Journal, US)
Hoori Ghahremani (founder, Khayyam Persian School, US)

Ramin Ahmadi (physician, Yale University, US)

Said Amir Arjomand (State University of New York at Stony Brook, & Crane
Inaugural Fellow in Law and Public Affairs, Princeton University, US)

Marjane Satrapi (author-illustrator, Paris, France)
Judit Bodnar (Central European University, Budapest, Hungary)

Houshang Ardavan (Director of Studies in Mathematics,
University of Cambridge, UK)

Sarteep Ali (project manager, Civil Development Org., Iraq)

Laurie Sheck (writer, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study,
Harvard University, US)

Mehrzad Boroujerdi (Syracuse University, US)

Emil Dansker (professor emeritus, Central State University, Wilberforce, Ohio, US)
Nader Entessar (Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, US)

Mohammad Eskandari (Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts, US)

Gene R. Garthwaite (Dartmouth College, New Hampshire, US)

Mark Gasiorowski (Louisiana State University, US)

Kambiz GhaneaBassiri (Reed College, Portland, Oregon, US)

Tom H. Hastings (Director, Peace & Nonviolence Studies, Conflict Resolution
MA/MS, Portland State University, Oregon, US)

Christina Hulbe (Portland State University, Oregon, US)

Enayat Katouli (Laney college, Oakland, California, US)

Fatemeh Masjedi (Illinois State University, US)

Bijan Pirzadeh (civil engineer, Children’s Rights activist, California, US)
Margaret A. Mills (Ohio State University, US)

Majid Mohammadi (State University of New York at Stony Brook, US)
Bode Omojola (Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, US)
Michael McFaul (Stanford University, US)

Reza Baraheni (University of Toronto, Canada)

Asal Pirzadeh (weblogger, doctoral student, Paris, France)

Fleur Tehrani (California State University, Fullerton, US)

Akbar Torbat (California State University, Dominguez Hills, US)

Reza Aslan (Islamic scholar & author, No god but God, US)

Najiba Mahmud (women'’s project manager, Civil Development Org.,
Kurdistan, Iraq)

Thana Saleh Chawishly (Women’s National Commission, UK)
Janet Afary (Purdue University, US)
Touraj Daryaee (California State University, Fullerton, US)

Mahdad Hashemian (CEO Engineering & Systems Automation,
Pennsylvania, US)

Hani Abtahi (architect, US)

Azadeh Moaveni (journalist, Time Magazine)

Elaheh Amani (California State University, Fullerton, US)

Hosein Abghari (Morehouse College, US)

Shahla Abghari (Life University, US)

Surood M.F. Ahmed (engineer, ECCI Company, Kirkuk, Kurdistan, Iraq)
Mica Pollock (Harvard University, US)

Julia Glass (fiction writer and journalist, Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Study, Harvard University, US)

Haleh Niazmand (artist & instructor, Modesto Junior College,
California, US)

Daniel Ellis (graphic designer, California, US)

Siamak Sani, (president, World Hearing Org. Inc., California, US)
Simin Yazdan (budget analyst, Caltrans, US)

Fred Yazdan (senior engineer, Caltrans, US)

Robert Joseph (senior planner, Caltrans, US)

Masi Hashemian (dentist, California, US)

Mishkat al-Moumin (former Interim Minister of Environment, Iraq)
Parandeh Kia (Claremont Graduate University, US)

Dr. Muna Al-Saffar (medical director, Stem Cells Bank, Al Zahrawi
Medical, Dubai, United Arab Emirates)

Shadi Sadr (lawyer & journalist, Iran)
Sholeh Irani (editor, Women’s Voice, Sweden)
Afsaneh Najmabadi (Harvard University, US)

Fred Zandpour (Associate Dean, College of Communications,
California State University, Fullerton, US)

Denise Leith (Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia)

Michelle Samadi (contract account specialist, California State
University, Fullerton, US)

Alireza Nurizadeh (journalist, London, UK)

Ellen Boneparth (Washington, D.C., US)

Maha Al Sakban (Director, Women’s Human Rights Center, Iraq)
Ali Limonadi (journalist, IRTV, California, US)

Freeda Saba (journalist, IRTV, California, US)

Afshin Matin-Asgari (California State University, Los Angeles, US)
Soudabeh Hooshmand (California, US)

Shokooh Mirzadegi (writer and journalist, US)

Evan Siegel (New Jersey City University, US)

Mehran Barati (Berlin, Germany )

Hossein Alavi (architect, Berlin, Germany )

Fatma Hayat (American University of Kuwait)

Hossein Bagherzadeh (formerly of University of Tehran)
Mahmoud Sadri (Texas Woman’s University, US)
Mohammad Ali Heidari (Bradley University, US)
Montserrat Teixidor (Tufts University, US)

Reza Ghorashi (Stockton College, US)

Shadi Sandvik (State University of New York, US)

Steven Volk (Oberlin College, US)

Sussan Siavoshi (Trinity University, US)

Wendy Kozol (Oberlin College, US)

Mohamad Taghdiri (engineer, California, US)

Mohamad Davar (architect, California, US)

Farzin Bostejani (engineer, California, US)

Daryoush Ashouri (writer, France)

Akbar Atri (human rights activist, US)

Andrew Vogt (Harvard University, US)

Banafsheh Madaninejad (University of Texas at Austin, US)
Barbara Weinstein (University of Maryland, US)

Beth Trask (Harvard University, US)

David Zuckerman (University of Texas at Austin, US)

Dean Brink (Saint Martin’s University, US)

Deborah Bey (Harvard University, US)

Judith Apter Klinghoffer (Rutgers University, US)

Ali Bamshad (civil engineer, California, US)

Ann Cooper (Executive Director, Committee to Protect Journalists, US)

Joel Campagna ( Director for Middle East & North Africa, Committee to Protect
Journalists, US)

Maree Kimberley (writer, Australia)

Muhammad Sahimi (University of Southern California, US)
Effat Mahbaz (journalist, Germany)

Reza Goharzad (journalist, California, US)

Sponsored by: International Committee in Support of
Akbar Ganji (mbonakd@yahoo.com)




